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Community consultation was previously undertaken as part of the Davistown and Empire Bay Flood 

Studies in 2010. A total of 276 responses were received. No flood management strategies were 

reviewed or proposed as part of the Flood Study consultations. This will now be the focus of the 

current consultation. 

Community consultation has recently been undertaken to help develop the Draft Davistown 

and Empire Bay Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan. 

In October 2019, Council distributed 
newsletters and questionnaires to 
over 2000 properties. 

The questionnaire was also available 
through Council's online consultation 
hub, Your Voice Our Coast, and the 
project website. 

Two information sessions were held 
in Davistown and Empire Bay with 70 
people in attendance. 

Some findings of the questionnaire are presented 
below for your information 

 

Email: FloodManagement@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au  

Mail: PO Box 21, Gosford NSW 2250 

Online: yourvoiceourcoast.com/
DEBFloodplain 
Previous flood studies can be accessed here 

For more information contact:  
 
Robert Baker: 02 4304 7087 
Smita Nepal:  02 4304 7695 

Davistown and Empire Bay 

Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 

Suburbs Submissions 

Davistown 92 

Empire Bay 42 

Bensville 7 

Saratoga 7 

Other Suburbs 6 

Blank 6 

160 responses were received, 
representing a return of 8% of 
direct distribution. 

 According to the questionnaire answers, the residents con-
sider improvements and better maintenance of the drain-
age systems are the most important measures for better 
flood management. 

 The flood management objectives listed in the question-
naire have similar importance for the community, since 
each option received a similar average score.  

 66% of the respondents mentioned they were very aware 
of flooding in and around  Davistown, Bensville and Empire 
Bay and 8% mentioned they were not aware at all.  

Do you have any specific concerns about flooding (e.g. locations of regular or 
severe flooding) 

https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/DEBFloodplain
https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/DEBFloodplain
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Based on the questionnaire responses and discussion with local residents at the information sessions, it is 
understood that the majority of the community is aware that the catchment is subjected to flooding. 
However, the respondents believed that they are not exposed to high flood hazard and didn’t express 
concern of displacement or major loss. Respondents largely attribute the flooding problems in the 
catchment to the deficiencies in the drainage systems, particularly poor maintenance and insufficient 
capacity. 

Email: FloodManagement@centralcoast.nsw.gov.au  

Mail: PO Box 21, Gosford NSW 2250 

Online: yourvoiceourcoast.com/
DEBFloodplain 
Previous flood studies can be accessed here 

For more information contact:  
 
Robert Baker: 02 4304 7087 
Smita Nepal:  02 4304 7695 

To better manage the existing and future flood risks, Council is now evaluating the measures suggested 
by the community along with other potential mitigation measures recommended in the previous 
studies.  This will enable a more holistic approach to flood management considering the overall 
landform constraints and opportunities. 

Council will seek input again from the community on the Draft Study and Plan when it 
goes on Public Exhibition later this year. 

Davistown and Empire Bay 

Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 

One-way valves 

Raise land 

Sea wall improvements 

Levee/barrage/foreshore barriers/new sea wall 

Restrict development/human interference 

Drainage system improvements 

Drainage system maintenance 
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